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authority in what it calls this essentially domestic question which has
ceased to be a domestic question and has become a political question of
the highest importance by the manner in which the British Government
has dealt with it. The effect of the attitude taken up by the Working
Committee is that a nationalist who will be elected on the Congress
ticket as a member of the Legislature will be bound to abstain from
voting against the Communal Award if any one should bring forward
a resolution on the subject. ^ He will also be bound _ to abstain from
making any representation against the Award to the British Government
or to any other outside authority,

"The result will be that while in view of ^ the fact that the Joint
Parliamentary Committee and the British Parliament will be dealing
with the proposed legislation which will include the communal decision
of the Q-overnment, a tearing agitation will be carried on throughout the
country as part of the election campaign against the White Paper but
there will be no such propaganda by Congressmen against the Communal
Award and the wrong impression which has been created by the action
of the Working Committee will be strengthened that the Communal
Award has been accepted by the Congress and, therefore, by the
Hindus and Sikhs.

"In our opinion, in view of the entire circumstances mentioned above,
it was the clear duty of the Congress Working Committee not to have
adopted an attitude of neutrality towards the Communal Award but to
have stood up for the Working Committee scheme of 1931. By not
doing so it has given Nationalists in general and Hindus and Sikhs in
particular cause for just complaint.

"We fear that the Communal Award has been considered more from
fee communal than from the national point of view. Sedulous attempts
have been made to foster a feeling in the mind of nationalists that the
Communal Award affects the question of only the distribution of seats
among the several communities in the legislatures. Even if it were so
it would still be a matter of deep national concern but as a matter of
tact that the communal aspect of the Award is of secondary importance.
Ike matter of primary importance is how the Award affects the national
question of questions, viz,, the establishment of Swaraj, self-Govcrmucnt
or responsible self-Government. It is clearly the duty of every national-
ist to examine the Award primarily from the national point of view
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